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People haven’t always been very kind to me,
and I’ve lost my confidence. Now I’m learning
to trust again so I can find my forever family.
Please give a gift of <£ask1> today to help
me, and dogs like me, feel loved.
Hi <FirstName>,

I’m Dora – a plucky little terrier. At least that’s what my friends
at Mayhew say about me. And I think I am, deep down. After all,
you don’t survive on the streets at just four and a half years old
without a little bit of courage.

But I’ve lost my confidence. People haven’t always been very kind to me.

I felt too frightened to even look at Tania, Mayhew’s Animal Welfare Officer, when she
took me to safety. I was sleeping in a mound of old leaves and branches in a stranger’s
garden before she rescued me. I was terribly lonely but I daren’t let anyone get near me
- dashing through a hole in the fence when I heard footsteps. Tania was very patient.
She spent two weeks encouraging me to use a dog crate close to the mound, so she
could catch me. I was so hungry and tired that I was soon tempted by the food she left,
and I started resting in it too. That’s when Mayhew saved me from the streets.
I was so scared with nowhere to live. Thank goodness Mayhew didn’t give up on me.

No-one knows what happened to me in my old life, before I became homeless. It
makes me sad when I think about it. I don’t know what I did wrong because I tried so
hard to please everyone. My foster mum, Sue, says I’m a sweet girl. I think the people
at Mayhew must like me too because they built me my own special bed! So I must be
lovable, right?
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It upsets me when I think of dogs like me, still living alone on the streets – unloved,
hungry, frightened, and confused. My friends at Mayhew say there will probably be even
more of us left to fend for ourselves over the next few months.
I know how much you care about us animals because you generously give to Mayhew,
so it probably upsets you too. That’s why I’m asking you to find it in your heart to give
another gift today.
A donation of <£ask1> could help Tania and her team get <number of dogs> sad,
scared dog(s) to safety and give them the chance to find their forever families too.
I slept so soundly on the night I arrived – I don’t remember the last time I slept with
both eyes closed. I was so happy to have a warm, cosy kennel, it was much more
comfortable than my bed of branches and leaves!

My friends at Mayhew have been taking really good care of me. Because of my old life,
I’m especially nervous and the littlest thing makes me jumpy. The world is a scary place
for dogs like me. So, everyone at Mayhew makes extra effort to make us feel safe.
When we first met, I think I made it a bit difficult for them. I’d try not to look at them
and daren’t interact. I didn’t mean to. But I’m used to trying to make myself seem
invisible, so I don’t get into more bother.

I was in a bad way when I got to Mayhew - thin, dirty, and my matted fur made me itch.
My ear was so sore too. Turns out I had an ear infection…and a lump on my tail that I
didn’t even know was there!

Happily, I’ve got a clean bill of health now, and I’m slowly feeling brighter. It’s important
for us rescue dogs to be checked over by a vet when we arrive. Not having anyone to
take care of us means we can get poorly quickly. It’s not surprising. Sometimes we go
hungry for days. We accidentally get ourselves into pickles too so we can have nasty
infections or sore wounds.

By donating <£ask2>, you could help rescue dogs like me get the medical treatment
we need to feel bright-eyed and bushy-tailed again. The vets at Mayhew help
prevent us getting nasty diseases too.
Everyone is so kind at Mayhew, I made lots of friends while I was there. I feel lucky. My
friend Maria, who helped look after me, was very patient. I felt so anxious when I first
met her that I daren’t even tuck into the tasty chicken she offered me. I didn’t trust her
to start with, but she didn’t give up on me. You won’t catch me leaving chicken now!
One day she came to see me carrying a lead. Being with Maria made me feel happy
and less scared, so I really wanted to go for a walk with her. I felt worried but tried my
hardest to be brave. And guess what - I did it!
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All my friends at Mayhew want me to feel braver and
less fearful. They say I’ll have lots more fun. That’s
what they’re like there, always wanting the best for us.
They even put lots of thought into my kennel. If
I told you it smelt like roses, I bet you wouldn’t
believe me! They play music for us dogs too. My
kennel was my safe place – I felt calmer and didn’t
worry so much. I even felt a bit more confident on
my walks. Apparently, some essential oils can help
traumatised dogs like me cope better. And those
clever boffins say music helps soothe us so we
settle sooner.

And did you know that massages aren’t just for
you humans? My friend Judy would give me special
massages called TTouch. They say it helps worried
dogs like me cope with our fear and feel less
stressed. All I know is that I felt so relaxed I might’ve
dropped off for a second or two – I hope I didn’t
dribble!
Rescue dogs like me are often afraid and unsure.
We need lots of time and special attention to help
us find our confidence again. But the cost of all the
thoughtful things they do for us must soon add up.
That’s why another gift from you will really help.

Will you donate <£ask1> today to help fearful dogs
like me find our confidence again?
When I was scared and alone, I used to dream of a soft bed, cuddles, and lots of love - I
didn’t think it would happen to me. But guess what…I’m living with a lovely lady called
Sue, my foster mum, and getting cuddles galore!

I knew Sue would take good care of me because she has been working at Mayhew for
over 18 years, and everyone there is so thoughtful. Sue came to see me 15 times at
Mayhew so I could learn to trust her. I was worried that one day she might not visit
again, but like everyone at Mayhew, she didn’t give up on me. One day, I was so excited
to see Sue that I did my happy dance! I’m sure I saw her cry a little bit, but I didn’t let on.
Living with Sue is helping me get used to being in a home with all the sounds, smells
and hubbub of activity that happen. I’ve been keeping up with my training too, to help
me be ready for my forever family.
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We sit outside together just watching the world go by and I’m learning not to be so
worried by things like loud noises or sudden movements. And we have so much fun on
our walks - I’ve even made some doggy friends.

Mayhew pays for everything we need in our foster homes, like food, bedding, toys, and
medicines - I can’t believe how much it costs. And the thing is, I don’t know how long I’ll
be here. Will you help make sure I can stay for as long as I need?
By giving a gift of <£ask3> today, you could help dogs like me stay with our foster
families for <time period> day(s) while we wait for our forever families to find us.
I hope my forever family finds me soon. I’ll miss Sue a lot, but it will be nice to finally
settle somewhere. And now I know there’s someone out there who will love me as I
am…my friends at Mayhew taught me that I do deserve to be loved.

I owe so much to Sue and everyone at Mayhew. I dread to think where I would be now if
it weren’t for their kindness, care, and patience. They never gave up on me.

I keep thinking about the dogs still living alone on the streets. It makes me sad to think
even more might find themselves without a home and family soon. So, I’ve left my
special bed at Mayhew for when they arrive, so they can feel as safe as I did. They’ll
need all the care and medical treatment I had too, to get their bounce back and learn to
trust again. But it comes at a big cost.

I know how much you care about us animals, so please will you be there for them
when they need you most? A donation of <£ask1> could help get sad, scared dogs to
safety, nurture them back to health and help them learn to trust again so they can
find their forever family.
Thank you so much for reading my story. It is a bit sad in places but thanks to Mayhew
and people like you, I’m learning to love life again. Speaking of which, is that chicken I
can smell…?
Love and licks,

Dora

PS. Because Mayhew didn’t give up on me, I’m bright-eyed, bushy-tailed
and learning to trust again. It makes me sad to think there are still dogs out
there alone, feeling scared and unloved, just like me. We need you more
than ever, so please, will you give another gift today?
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